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HYDROCOTYLE  ASIATICA 


FOR  CUTANEOUS,  SYPHILITIC  AND  RHEUMATIC  AFFECTIONS, 
AS  WELL  AS  FOR  ALL  COMPLAINTS  ARISING 
FROM  ORGANIC  DISEASE. 


Hydrocotyle  Asiatica  is  no  longer  a new  remedy.  During 
the  last  five  years  extensive  use  in  public  hospitals  and  private  prac- 
tice, both  in  France  and  abroad,  has  removed  all  doubt  as  to  its 
efficacy  in  many  inveterate  affections,  and  especially  in  the  more  se- 
rious diseases  of  the  skin. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Lupine,  a distinguished  botanist  and 
apothecary  of  the  French  Imperial  Navy,  for  enriching  our  Materia 
Medica  with  this  invaluable  medicine,  which  he  was  fortunate  enough 
to  obtain  in  sufficient  quantities  to  enable  him  to  prove  by  numerous 
experiments  its  wonderful  efficacy  for  the  cure  of  leprosy , elephan- 
tiasis, rheumatism,  syphilitic,  scrofulous,  and  herpetic  affections, 
&c.,  &c. 

Mr.  Lupine  having  addressed  a Memorial  to  the  Imperial  Academy 
of  Medicine  in  Paris,  containing  the  chemical  analysis  of  this  plant, 
and  a conci  ;c  account  of  cases  cured  by  it  in  India,  that  learned 
body  appointed  a committee  of  its  members  to  take  the  Memorial 
into  consideration,  and  Dr.  Gibert,  one  of  its  most  distinguished 
members,  made  a report  on  the  subject,  and  laid  it  before  the  Aca- 
demy. The  remedy  was  declared  to  be  useful  and  efficacious,  not 
Only  in  leprous  affections,  but  also  in  other  inveterate  diseases  of 
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the  skin,  as  well  as  in  scrofula  and  syphilis.  The  Reporter  accord- 
ingly proposed  that  the  Academy  should  pass  a vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  L6pine  for  his  interesting  communication,  at  the  same  time  re- 
questing him  to  continue  his  experiments  and  give  medical  practi- 
tioners generally  an  opportunity  of  proving  the  virtues  of  Hy- 

DHOCOTYLE  ASIATICA. 

Having  ourselves  witnessed  the  happy  effects  of  this  new  medicine, 
we  took  proper  measures  for  obtaining  an  abundant  supply  of  the 
plant,  gathered  at  the  proper  season  and  forwarded  under  the  con- 
ditions best  calculated  to  preserve  its  active  medical  properties. 

In  an  article  published  by  one  of  us  (Mr.  Fournier)  in  the  Bulletin 
de  Therapeutique,  he  made  known  the  result  of  his  chemical  expe- 
riments on  Hydrocotyle  Asiatiga — experiments  which  induced 
him  to  recommend  to  the  medical  world  the  hydro-alcoholic  extract 
of  the  plant,  obtained  in  vacuo , as  the  preparation  possessing  its 
virtues  in  the  highest  degree  and  in  a form  not  liable  to  deteriorate 
by  atmospheric  influence,  whereas  the  plant  itself  rapidly  changes. 

This  extract,  which  has  a very  rank  taste  and  smell,  forms  the 
basis  of  our  granules  and  syrup,  the  efficacy  of  which  has  been 
abundantly  proved  by  the  pathological  observations  of  the  most  emi- 
nent practitioners,  among  whom  we  may  mention  Drs.  Devergie, 
Cazenave,  and  Hillairet,  physicians  to  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis  in  Pa- 
ris, which  is  especially  devoted  to  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the 
skin. 

Among  the  physicians  who  have  used  Hydrocotyle  in  India, 
we  may  mention  Dr.  Boileau,  who,  having  been  attacked  by  le- 
prosy, first  administered  it  successfully  to  himself ; we  will  also 
mention  the  experiments  of  Br.  Poupeau,  First  Class  Naval  Sur- 
geon; of  Dr.  Houbert,  and  of  the  Members  of  the  Madras  Medical 
Committee. 

The  following  is  a letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Lepine,  by  Dr.  Pou- 
peau, on  the  therapeutic  action  of  Hydrocotyle  Asiatica 

“ The  most  remarkable  case  that  felt  under  my  observation  was  that  of  a convict  in 
the  general  prison  of  Pondicherry.” 

The  principal  facts  are  as  follows  : 

“ In  the  month  of  May,  1850,  when  I was  directed  to  inspect  and  report  upon  the 
state  of  the  general  prison,  I found  a convict  there  named  Sinassamy,  from  40  to  45 
years  of  age,  presenting  the  most  unmistakable  symptoms  of  the  Greek  elephantiasis, 
from  which  he  had  been  suffering  twelve  years;  the  disease  had  male  most  formi- 
dable advances,  and  was  continually  getting  worse,  for  nothing  had  ever  been  done  to 
arrest  its  progress. 

“ For  nearly  three  years  all  the  medical  means  adopted  in  such  cases  Were  employed 
under  my  superintendence  ; but  apparently  without  the  least  efTect.  The  disease 
spread  farther  and  farther,  until,  in  1853,  Sinassamy  was  in  the  condition  1 am  about 
to  describe. 

“The  whole  surface  of  the  body  was  covered  with  indurated  tubercles  and  blot- 
ches. The  face,  thighs,  hands  and  feet,  were  the  parts  that  sufTered  most ; the  face 
was  completely  disfigured  and  presented  a really  hideous  aspect;  ihe  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  nose  was  extensively  attacked,  and  discharged  an  ichorous  aud  fetid 
Quid.  The  roof  of  the  mouth  was  covered  by  a row  of  agglomerated  tubercles  of  a 
dark  color.  On  the  thighs  and  below  the  ankles  ihere  were  many  sanions  and  horrid- 
looking  u'cers.  The  hands  and  lingers  being  c overed)  wiih  great  lUbeWles  weid  do 
longer  able  lo  perform  their  functions ; the  nails  had  grown  out  of  all  shape  or  fallen 
olT.  The  feel,  enormously  swollen,  flaltened,  and  very  painful,  prevented  the  possi- 
bility of  walking  or  standing.  The  wretched  Sinassamy  could  not  move  from  place 
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to  place,  except  by  painfully  dragging  himself  along  the  ground.  Hia  voice,  entirely 
changed  from  the  natural  tone,  allowed  that  the  disease  had  begun  to  attack  the  la- 
rynx ; an  extreme  difficulty  of  breathing  which  came  on  at  intervals  leit  no  donbt  that 
the  bronchi®  and  the  lungs  were  affected,  and  probably  the  heart.  Over  the  whole 
body  (especially  in  the  region  of  the  back)  the  skin  was  tumefied  and  heaved  up  by 
the  turgescence  of  the  cellular  tissue  beneath;  indeed,  the  whole  of  this  portion  of 
the  body  looked  as  if  it  had  been  inflated.  His  general  powers  were  Completely  an- 
nihilated ; the  digestive  organs  alone  still  performed  their  functions  with  some  little 
regularity. 

“In  a word,  the  poor  wretch  was  in  a stale  which  I considered  quite  hopeless. 
Death  appeared  to  be  near  and  inevitable. 

“ However,  after  seven  months’  treatment  with  Hydbocottle  Asiatica,  all  the  ulce- 
rations were  healed  ; the  putrid  discharge  from  the  nose  ceased  ; the  voice  became 
clearer  and  more  distinct ; the  tubercles  on  the  hands  disappeared ; the  feet,  once 
more  of  their  natural  form  and  size,  enable  1 the  poor  fellow  lo  stand  or  walk  as  he 
pleased;  the  general  turgescence  of  the  trunk  no  longer  existed.  In  a word,  the 
moral  condition  was  also  singularly  modified;  the  patient  appearing  gay,  jo.' Otis 
even,  and  full  of  hope  during  my  visils ; having  felt  the  great  benefit  of  the  new  mode 
of  treatment,  be  seemed  to  be  always  exerting  his  ingenuity  to  find  means  of  testify- 
ing his  gratitude  towards  me. 

“ In  conclusion,  the  most  formidable  symptoms  have  disappeared  ; the  Systerh  fs 
recovering  its  powers;  life  resumes  its  sway,  and  seems  henceforlh  eager  to  abate  the 
evil,  if  not  to  the  extent  of  entirely  removing  it,  at  least  so  far  as  16  stop  it  ravages, 
and  prevent  its  fatal  consequences.  1 here  repeat  what  1 Have  already  asserted  in  my 
report  to  the  Minis  er  of  Marine,  namely,  that  the  result?  I obtained  from  the  uSe  of 
Htdb«cotti,e  have  exceeded  all  my  hopes,  and  that  1 leel  myself  justified  in  sdying 
that  Hydbocottle  Asiatica  is  a plant  endowed  with  virtues  most  efficacious  in  cases  Of 
tuberculous  leprosy  ; if  it  is  not  even  an  absolute  specific. 

“ Since  I have  the  opportunity,  I may  also  here  remark  that  I have  found 
Hydrocotyle  act  in  a most  favorable  manner  upoii  a patient  suffering  from  chronic 
gouty  rheumatism,  in  attacks  of  frequent  occurrence  and  at  short  intervals.  From  the 
day  the  patient  began  to  take  the  medicine  (that  is  to  say  from  28th  June  last),  only 
one  lit  has  occurred,  and  that  was  on  the  24lh  inst.,  whereas  previously  they  came  on 
every  eight  or  ten  days.  His  general  health  has  also  materially  improved,  owing  to  an 
more  healthy  condition  of  the  digestive  organs,  which  is  entirely  to  be  attributed  to 
the  effects  of  Hydrocotyle,  a fact  worthy  of  note. 

“ But  the  most  remarkable  cure  I have  been  able  to  effect  (excepting  that  of  leprosy), 
was  a case  of  Arabian  elephantiasis , in  a young  woman.  The  disease  had  appeared 
after  a succession  of  herpetic  ulcers  round  the  ankles,  which  had  been  unsuccessfully 
treated  for  three  years.  The  patient  is  now  quite  well.” 

Dr.  Boileau,  having  cured  himself  of  a tuberculous  leprosy,  'Which 
had  long  resisted  all  his  medical  skill,  continued  his  experiments 
and  published  the  results.  After  mentioning  numerous  eases  of  le- 
prosy, several  of  which  were  cured,  he  adds,  on  the  subject  of  other 
similar  diseases  somewhat  less  difficult  to  cure  : 

“ An  ex-official  of  Ihe  police,  Mr.  L.,  having  lost  the  use  of  his  limbs  by  successive 
attacks  of  rheumatism  (against  which  he  had  found  the  usual  remedies  uhavailing)  is 
new  able  Ip  follow  his  duties  as  before.  I have  met  With  several  other  cases  of  rheu- 
matism cured  by  the  Syrup  oj  Hydrocolyle  alone. 

“ Many  other  complaints  have  been  removed  by  the  same  treatment.  For  instance, 
two  cases  of  herpes,  or  tetters,  of  long-  standing ; one  of  chronic  rheumatism ; several 
of  chronic  ophthalmia,  ulcers,  etc.” 

Mr.  Ldpine  has  also  published  eight  cases  of  leprous  patients  cured 
or  greatly  relieved  by  tho  use  of  Hydrocotyle  ; these  patients  were 
recommended  to  him  by  Dr.  Houbert,  who  declares  that  all  the  le- 
prous patients  who  took  Hydrocotyle,  for  a short  time,  found  that 
it  effectually  lemoved  the  dreadful  irritation.  In  general,  the  first 
effect  of  the  remedy  is  to  bring  on  perspiration  and  thus  fend  to 
arouse  the  sensibility  of  the  skin,  which  in  such  diseases  i&  albidst 
extinct  ; the  ? Subs  become  less  rigid,  the  sense  of  oppression  diskp* 
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pears,  producing  quiet  repose ; the  swelling  speedily  decreases,  the 
patient's  spirits  are  improved  and  the  amelioration  continues  till  the 
cure  is  con  plete. 

Mr.  Lepine  having  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Medical  Committee 
of  Madras  a certain  quantity  of  Hydrocotyle  and  its  preparations 
with  a request  that  they  might  be  tried,  he  received  from  Dr.  Hunter, 
Secretary  to  the  Commission  appointed  for  the  purpose,  a very  ex- 
tensive report  far  too  long  for  insertion  here,  hut  of  which  we  shall 
now  give  a few  extracts. 


“ We  now  come  to  the  more  imporlant  part  of  the  subject,  namely,  the  therapeutic 
use  of  Hydrocotyle  in  leprous, syphilitic, and  other  affe  lions.  This  medicine  possesses 
oncor  iwo  proper!  es  which  prove  how  valuab  ean  addition  it  is  to  our  Materia  Medica: 
we  allude  to  its  power  ol  acting  on  the  s in  and  mmous  membranes  the  tonic  andsli- 
mu'ating  effect  it  hason  the  stomach  and  the  absence  of  all  violcntaction  on  the  viscera. 

“ The  first  effect  produced  by  this  medicine  is  a sensation  ol  warmth  ; nd  tingling 
of  the  skin,  especially  on  the  hands  and  feet,  which  is  followed  in  a few  days  by  a ge- 
neral sensation  of  warmth.  When  the  medicine,  has  been  taken  for  about  a eek,  the 
appe'ile  perceptibly  increases;  the  tunctions  of  the  pri  cipal  viscera  are  in  no  way 
disturbed,  even  w hen  the  medicine  is  taken  in  large  doses.  At  the  expiration  of  a 
certa  n time  the  skin  begins  to  get  smooth  and  elastic ; the  ep  dermis  gradually  peels 
off  in  small  scales ; and  in  more  serious  cases,  in  large  scabs,  in  the  mean  time  perspi- 
ration i<  restored;  l ha  excreting  organs  become  more  active;  the  digestion  improves 
and  the  appetite  regains  its  normal  slate. 

*•  The  diseases  for  which  we  have  found  it  especially  effective  are  : ulcers,  syphilis, 
and  scrofula.  In  every  instance  the  ulcers  were  healed  under  its  influence;  and  many 
of  the  patients  cured  had  long  been  treated,  in  vain,  by  oilier  means. 

“Two  or  three  patients  were  promptly  cured  of  well  characterized  indolent  scrofu- 
lous ulcers  by  taking  this  medic  ne.  One  or  the  patients  here  allude 1 to  was  named 
Abdol  Roussool,  who  entered  the  hospital  suffering  from  deep  crevices  in  I he  thighs 
and  sores  on  various  parts  of  the  body,  which  showed  noimproveni  nt  whatever 
under  the  ordinary  reatment  of  ionic  m dicinrs  and  regulated  diet ; they  were  how- 
ever speedily  cured  by  the  adminislrai ion  of  Hydrocotyle.  Another  patient  named 
Sinnevassen.  who  was  afflicted  with  crevices  and  sores  of  the  same  kind,  was  also 
cured.  Several  cases  of  syphilitic  sores  whieh  had  long  been  tre  ted  ineffectual'y  by 
other  means  were  cur  d in  a short  lime  by  the  use  of  small  doses  of  Hydrocotyle  A 
ease  of  elephantiasis  with  ul  oration  was  treated  with  success,  and  when  the  palient 
left  the  hospital  the  diseased  leg  was  scarcely  larger  than  the  other.  In  a case  of 
scurvy,  the  use  of  this  medicine  soon  effected  a great  improvement.” 

Dr.  Hunter,  after  enumerating  many  cases  of  leprosy  and  elephan- 
tiasis cured  by  Hydrocotyle,  concludes  his  Report  by  a tabular 
statement  of  patients  suffering  from  other  diseases  on  whom  the  ef- 
fects of  this  medicine  had  been  tried.  The  results  are  : 

20  cases  of  syphilis,  most  of  them  very  serious  ; 

12  cures  ; 8 considerably  improved  and  in  a fair  way  of  cure; 

7 cases  of  ulcers.— All  cured ; 

7 cases  of  rheumatism. — All  cured; 

4 cases  of  scrofula. — All  cured. 

In  France,  where  leprosy  is  happily  very  rare,  the  experiments 
have  been  less  numerous.  Dr.  Casenave  (already  mentioned),  Phy- 
sician to  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  in  Paris,  has  been  for  some  time 
trying  the  physiological  and  therapeiillc  effects  of  J.  Lepine’s  prepa- 
rations of  Hydrocotyle  Asiatica. 

He  has  ascertained, as  had  been  previously  done  in  India,  that  the 
Granules  and  Syrup  of  llydrocoi :,le,  speedily  relieve  the  almost  un- 
bearable irrilation  of  the  skin  which  accompanies  leprosy  and  other 
cutaneous  diseases,  and  soon  remove  it  altogether.  He  has  em- 
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ployed  them  with  decided  success  against  impetigo,  prurigo,  and 

lichen,  for  which  they  may  be  regarded  as  specifics. 

Out  of  eight  cases  of  long-standing,  six  were  either  completely 
cured  or  so  far  relieved,  that  the  patients  thought  themselves  quite 
well,  and  insisted  upon  being  discharged,  a very  common  occurrence 
among  hospital  patients. 

Dr.  Cazenave  says  that  the  diseases  for  which  he  considers  these 
preparations  most  likely  to  prove  beneficial  are:  vesiculous  erup- 
tions, but  especially  hyperesthesia  with  or  without  papulae;  a case  of 
Arabian  elephantiasis  was  greatly  improved  under  the  use  of  this 
medicine. 

Finally,  Dr.  Devergie,  Physician  to  the  same  hospital,  has  parti- 
cularly employed  Hydrocotyle  in  the  treatment  of  eczema,  a 
disease  very  common  in  France,  and  extremely  difficult  of  cure. 
His  first  experiments  were  in  four  cases,  of  which  he  says  : 

“ The  eczemas  for  which  I employed  Hydrocotyle  Asiatica  were  localized  ecz&- 
mas,  mostly  of  long  standing.  A cure  was  effected  in  all  lour  instances,  and  so 
promptly  that  Ihe  re  nil  L really  deserving  of  notice.  The  medicine  gave  rise  o no 
accident  whatever  either  by  affecting  the  stomach  or  the  general  health.  The  dose 
admin.slered  to  these  patients  never  exceeded  half  a grain  of  alcoholic  extract  in 
one  oay. 

“ The  trials  of  a new  me  'icine  requiring  always  a certain  length  of  lime  when 
prudently  and  conscientiously  performed,  I have  fell  bound  lo  make  known  these 
first  results,  in  order  to  call  ihe  attention  of  other  physu  ians  to  this  new  therapeutic 
agent,  as  also  to  engage  them  to  try  its  effects  in  oilier  diseases  besides  those  of  the 
skin.  For  my  own  part,  I shall  continue  to  test  its  virtues  in  diffei  enl  forms  oTcuta- 
neons  diseases. 

“Case  1.  Treatment  by  Hydrocotyle  Asiatica.  — Mrs.  L...,  atred  51,  has  previously 
been  treated  three  times  at  St.  Louis,  for  eczema,  which  had  already  overrun  a great 
portion  of  the  body  ; every  attack  came  on  after  childbirth.  This  day,  6th  March, 
1856,  she  is  again  admitted.  Her  head  is  covered  with  yellow  scabs,  and  is  the  seat 
of  an  abundant  secretion  which  sliffens  the  bandages  as  it  dries.  The  ears,  Ihe 
temples,  part  of  Ihe  cheeks,  the  middle  of  the  < best,  the  breasls,  the  navel,  the  abdo- 
men, are  the  seat  or  red  blotches  covered  with  thin  scabs  and  exuding  a serous  dis- 
charge. A few  small  scattered  blot  hes  are  perceptible  on  the hgs  and  arms,  hut 
there  they  have  something  of  the  character  of  psoriasis.  The  redness  is  intense  in 
ev<  ry  part,  the  itching  is  very  painiul,  except  on  the  limbs.  Prescription  : chicory, 
two  pills  of  iodide,  of  sulphur;  vapor  bath,  glycerine  and  tannin  to  be  applied  on  the 
aifecled  parts. 

“ March  25.— The  disease  has  increased  in  its  intensity,  the  redness,  the  secretions, 
and  itching  have  not  diminished.  The  previous  treatment  is  abandoned  for  the  fol- 
lowing : infusion  oT  Hydrocotyle  Asiatica,  2 drachms  (8  grammes)  to  a quart  of  water; 
one  Hydrocotyle  pill ; lo  increase  by  one  pill  eveiy  five  or  six  days,  till  six  are  taken  ; 
each  pill  contains  half  a grain  of  alcoholic,  extract ; common  baths. 

“ May  11.— The  patient  is  entirely  cured;  the  limbs,  bust,  ears,  and  face,  have  re- 
covered I tieir  normal  state,  and  the  skin  is  quite  clear ; the  irritation  has  entirely  ceased ; 
a few  slight  pellicles  only  remain  on  the  head,  but  the  skin  under  them  has  its  natu- 
ral hue.  She  h aves  the  hospital  St.  Louis  entirely  cured. 

“ Case  It  —Mrs.  B. . ,,ofa  lymphatic,  temperament ; mcnslruation  irregular.  Entered 
the  hospital  on  Ihe  loth  April,  1856.  Fo"  two  years,  her  head  lias  I ecn  covered  with 
while  pellicles;  six  months  ago  her  ears  became  diseased,  and  decided  eczema  overran 
Hie  whole  sea  Ip,  the  ears,  temples,  and  forehead.  Preset  ipl  io  r»  : infusion  ol  Hydro- 
cotyle; Wo  pi  Is  i f the  alcoholic  e*trac!  of  Hydrocotyle,  gradually  increasing  lo  six 
a day ; vapor  hath ; fresh  lard  ; hair  cut  close. 

“ May  12.  — Perce;  tible  improvement ; redness  and  serous  secretion  both  dimin- 
ished. Add  lo  Ihe  Ireatmenl,  e\ery  day . an  ounce  and  a hall  of  S'  rup  of  iodide  of  steel. 

“ Juiip  1.  — The  treatment,  alter  beinu  suspended  lor  some  lime,  is  resunu  d 'o  day. 
The  patient  had  complained  of  pains  in  the  hack  and  stomach,  as  also  of  tightness 
across  the  forehead  which  have  completely  disappeared,  and  a sore-ihi  out  attended  by 
a disagreeable  tickling  sensation;  some  degree  of  conslipation  which  did  not  pre- 
viously exist:  the  common  baths  to  be  replaced  by  alcaline  baths. 
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“ June  l*.— 1 The  aerous  aecretion  ha*  ceased,  no  icalea  appear  on  the  temple*  or 
«jtr» ; th'd  Ifi’ead  alone  presents  a few  scabs  without  any  redness.  Continue  the  flioao- 
cottlk  treatment  On  the  25th  June,  the  patient  leave*  the  hospital,  completely 
cured. 

“ Case  111.— Mr.  W...,  aged  65,  enters  St.  Louis  on  12th  June,  1856.  For  the  last 
eighteen  months  she  has  been  suffering  from  an  eczema  all  over  the  abdomen,  which, 
after  being  cured  in  M.  Guibert’s  ward,  reappeared  in  her  ears,  on  the  forehead  and 
scalp.  Menstruation  ceased  eighteen  years  ago;  she  has  had  much  trouble  and 
misery.  The  forehead,  temples,  cheek  bones,  neck,  cheeks,  ears,  and  scalp,  are  the 
seats  of  intense  redness,  and  itching,  aepompanied  with  great  heat.  There  are  thin 
scales  without  hypertrophy  of  the  skin  ; the  serous  secretion,  which  had  been  abun- 
dant in  the  ears,  no  longer  exists.  Prescription  ; infusion  of  Bydeocottlb;  one  pill 
('gradually  increasing  to  six)  of  the  alcoholic  extract,  each  pill  containing  half  a grain ; 
common  baths. 

“ On  14th  August,  all  irritation  has  ceased,  there  are  no  more  scales ; the  ears 
have  resumed  their  natural  state,  and  the  only  trace  of  the  disease  is  a very  slight 
tint  on  the  parts  which  had  been  affected,  and  especially  on  the  forehead,  temple*, 
and  neck.  N,p  pain  or  unpleasant  feeling  that  could  be  attributed  to  the  medicine 
was  ever  mentioned  by  the  patient.  There  was  a deficiency  of  the  pills  for  a week, 
and  that  was  the  only  interruption  in  the  treatment. 

“ Case  IV.— Mrs.  L aged  29.  is  of  a lymphatic  temperament;  her  eyelids  still  bear, 

traces  of  an  intense  chronic  blepharile;  menstruation  regular.  Three  years  ago,  her 
forehead,  ears,  and  scalp  became  covered  with  thin  scales,  and  exuded  a strous  dis- 
charge in  spring  and  autumn.  She  treated  herself  by  means  of  vapor  baths,  fresh 
lard,  and  bitter  infusions.  Then  erysipelas  came  on,  her  hair  fell  off;  she  then  en- 
tered St.  Louis,  St.  Thomas's  ward. 

“ June  19.— The  scalp  and  ears  are  red,  the  akin  is  thickened  and  exudes  a purulent 
serosity  which  hardens  and  forms  a rather  thick  crust.  Her  head  is  almost  bald  and 
is  the  seat  of  dreadful  irritation . The  forehead  and  face  are  greatly  inflamed.  Pres- 
cription : inf  usion  of  Htbkocotylf.  ; 1 to  6 pills  cf  alcoholic  extract ; vapor  baths.  By 
the  8 th  July,  the  itching  had  altogether  disappeared;  about  the  same  lime  the  supply 
of  pills  failed,  and  they  were  not  administered  for  about  ten  days,  when  the  treatment 
was  recommenced. 

“ August  U.— The  forehead  and  face  have  recovered  their  natural  color;  the  secre- 
tion from  the  ears  has  nearly,  if  not  entirely  ceased ; there  are  still  scales  on  the  scalp, 
but  thin  and  easily  removed ; hair  growing  again  very  fast.” 

Among  the  cases  communicated  to  us  since  the  publication  of  M. 
Devergie’s  paper,  we  may  particularly  mention : 

1.  — Twelve  cases  0|  eczema  rubrum , treated  by  Dr.  Potier  de 
VHermenault. 

2.  — A case  of  eczema  rubrum,  in  the  face,  occurring  soon  after 
CQnfiliement,  treated  without  benefit  by  divers  depuratives-,  bitters, 
et(C.,  an/1  cured,  in  less  than  a month  by  the  preparations  of  Hydro - 
gotyle.  This  case  was  observed  by  Dr.  Renaut,  of  Paris. 

3.  — Another  case  of  eczema  rubrum,  of  long-standing,  which  had 
fong  been  treated  to  no  purpose  with  Boyveau’s  Rob  (12  quart  bot- 
tles), iodide  of  potassium,  even  Dr.  Rochard’s  preparations  of  iodide 
and  chloride  of  mercury,  etc.  About  the  middle  of  January  last,  the 
u$q  of  Hydrocotyle  was  commenced,  and  by  the  15th  of  April,  the 
disease  was  so  far  modified,  that  an  early  cure  seemed  certain. 

k.  — Five*  cases  of  chronic  eczema  treated  by  Dr.  Hillairet,  formerly 
of  the  Incurables,  now  physician  to  the  hospital  of  St.  Louis  — three 
at  the  hospital  of  Incurables,  and  two  in  his  private  practice.  Those 
at  the  hospital  were  completely  cured  in  less  than  three  months; 
one  of  his  private  patients  was  promptly  cured,  and  the  other  who 
wrs,  suffering  from  a hereditary  eczema  of  the  vulva,  has  been  greatly 
relieved,  and  is  still  under  treatment.  But  the  most  remarkable 
oases,  certainly,  on  account  of  their  intensity  and,  extent,  the  care 
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-with  which  th$y  'were  observed,  and  the  rigorous  exclusion  of  every 
other  remedy  but  Hydrocotyle,  and  lastly  the  well-authenticated 
permanence  of  the  cure,  are  three  of  eczema  of  very  long-standing, 
and  one  of  psoriasis,  which  have  been  communicated  to  me  by  an 
eminent  physician  of  Paris,  Dr.  P.  Laroche,  and  a case  of  acne  punc- 
tata, by  Dr.  Jallat. 

The  experiments  made  both  in  India  and  in  France  offer  the  most 
indisputable  proof  of  the  prompt  and  efficacious  action  of  Hy- 
drocotyle Asiatica  against  the  most  formidable  diseases  which  had 
previously  baffled  all  the  efforts  of  the  healing  art. 

From  the  above  statements  it  is  evident  that  J.  Lupine’s  Syrup 
and  Granules  of  Hydrocotyle  AsiatIca  are  more  especially  bene- 
ficial in  the  following  complaints 

All  the  more  serious  Cutaneous  Diseases,  as  leprosy  and  elephan- 
tiasis ; both  very  Common  in  Asia  and  America; 

The  different  herpetic  affections,  as: 

Eczema,  a very  common  and  most  obstinate  affection; 

Lichen,  Impetigo,  and  Prurigo,  which  are  attended  with  almost 
intolerable  itching ; 

Psoriasis,  or  scaly  tetter; 

Acne,  (an  eruption  on  the  face); 

Chronic  articular  Rheumatisms  ; 

Scrofulous  and  other  ulcers , scrofulous  swellings , malignant 
sores,  etc. 

Syphilis,  recent  or  constitutional,  afid  the  secondary  or  tertiary 
consequences  attending  it; 

Lastly,  in  all  cases  of  organic  or  herOditafy  disease,  it  is  only  in- 
dispensable to  continue  the  treatment  for  several  months,  as  proved 
by  the  cases  we  have  quoted  above,  nor  can  we  lay  too  much  stress 
upon  this  last  point. 

The  action  of  the  medicine,  taking  effect  throughout  the  whole 
frame,  is  generally  rather  slow  (three  or  four  months),  and  patients 
too  frequently  cease  to  use  the  medicine  when  persevering  a little 
longer  would  make  the  cure  complete  and  definitive.  It  is  also  ne- 
cessary to  keep  on  taking  the  preparations  of  Hydrocotyle  for  some 
time  after  the  cure  is  really  effected,  gradually  reducing  the  doses, 
and  also  to  take  them  again  for  a fortnight  in  the  spring  and  autumn 
of  the  two  following  years. 

DIRECTIONS 

Forusing  Lepine’s  Granules  and  Syrupof  Hydrocotyle  Asiatica. 

The  mode  of  taking  the  Granules  and  Syrup  of  Hydroqqtyle 
Asiatica  is  extremely  simple. 

The  Granules  arc  swallowed  in  a spoonful  of  water,  and  the  Syrup 
is  taken  either  pure  or  mixed  in  a glass  of  water. 

The  Syrup  is  preferable  for  all  persons  of  delicate  constitution  and 
for  slight  affections.  It  is  an  excellent  substitute  for  the  infusion, 
which  has  been  successfully  employed  by  several  practitioners. 

The  Granules  afford  a convenient  means  of  increasing  the  doses  in 
serious  affections  of  long-standing. 
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The  dose  varies  according  to  age,  the  constitution  of  the  patient, 
and  the  nature  of  the  disease,  of  these  the  medical  attendant  is  the 
best  judge. 

However,  when  such  advice  is  not  available,  the  patient  may  begin 
by  taking  a table-spoonful  of  Syrup  morning  and  evening,  increasing 
the  dose  one  spoonful  every  two  or  three  days,  until  five  or  six  are 
taken  each  day. 

The  dose  of  the  Granules  is  one,  morning  and  evening,  increasing 
one  every  two  days  until  six  are  taken  each  day. 

The  dose  may  be  still  further  increased,  but  with  caution  and  un- 
der medical  advice. 

In  obstinate  cases,  requiring  energetic  treatment,  it  is  advisable, 
after  each  dose  of  Granules,  to  take  a spoonful  of  the  Syrup  diluted 
in  half  a glass  of  water. 

For  children,  the  Syrup  is  preferable,  and  should  be  administered 
as  follows : 

Give  them  every  day  : 

When  under  4 years  of  age,  from  1 to  4 tea-spoonfuls  ; 

From  4 to  7,  — 4 to  8 tea-spoonfuls  ; 

From  7 to  12,  — 4 to  6 dessert-spoonfuls. 

It  is  also  advisable  to  apply  the  Hydrocotyle  Pomade  on  the  parts 
affected,  morning  and  evening. 

During  the  treatment  the  patient  should  abstain  from  neat  wines 
and  spirituous  liquors  of  all  kinds,  and  avoid  damp  and  cold.  Many 
physicians  prescribe  a slight  purgative  once  a week,  as  two  or  three 
glasses  of  Sedlitz  water,  or  half  an  ounce  of  Epsom  salts;  but  the 
Hydrocotyle  must  be  omitted  on  the  day  the  purgative  is  taken. 
It  is  also  beneficial  to  take  a warm  bath  once  a fortnight. 


N.B. — J.  Lepine’s  Granules,  Syrup,  and  Pomade  of  Htdrocottle  Astatica,  are  sold 
only  in  phials,  bottles,  and  pots  having  a tinted  label  and  sealed  with  a band  bearing 
our  signatures. 


DEPOT  IN  PARIS  : AT  FOURNIER’S  PHARMACY, 

26,  Rue  d’Anjou-Saint-Honore ; 

AND  FOR  WHOLESALE  ORDERS  : AT  LABELONYE’S  PHARMACY, 
19,  Rue  Bourbon- Villeneuve; 

general  depot  for  England:  MM.  SAVORY  and  MOORE, 
143,  New  Bond  Street,  and  220,  Regent  Street; 

AND  for  the  united-states  of  America  : MM.  FOUGERA,  Brothers, 
30,  North  William  Street,  New  York,  and  169, 

Atlantic  Street,  Brooklyn. 
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